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II. Conant: vi. 18, 19, 20, 21. | 


But will Gid i in very 4 A n with men on the earth? 
Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain 
thee : how much leſs this houſe which I have built ! Have 
reſpect iberefore to the prayer of thy ſervant, and to his 


ſapplicatian, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the oy” 


and the prayer which thy ſervant prayeth before thee :—= 
' That thine eyes may be open upon this houſe day and night, 
npon the place whereof thin haſt ſaid, that thou wouldft put 
© thy name there; to hearken unto the prayer which thy ſer- 
vant prayeth towards this place. Hearken therefore unto 


the ſupplications of thy ſervant, and of thy people Thrael, | 
-- which they ſhall make towards this place: hear thon from 


- thy dwelling-place, even POR heaven; and when thou Bear's 
., Fan . | | 


Oa gracious” heart there is a a pecu- 
NE liar- pleaſure ariſing from a review 
20 the Lord's faithfulneſs in the accompliſh- 
ment of his promiſes, for the preſent and 
eternal good of his people, and the glory of 


his own adorable name; » nor do I know a 


ſeaſon i in the Chriſtian's experience, while in 
I B 3 „ the - 
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the houſe of his earthly pilgrimage, in which 
he approaches ſo nearly to the felicities of the 
bleſſed, as when, under the ſhinings of God's 
countenance, he is enabled to look back with 
thankfulneſs upon paſt mercies, and forward 
with ſtedfaſt hope, in the ſweet 3 
of that glory which is yet to be revealed. 

I am naturally led to this reflection, and to 
the choice of the ſubject before me, from the 
ſolemn occaſion upon which we are this day 
aſſembled. Vour hands, my friends, have laid 
the foundation of this houſe, in the name of 
the Lord; and through his divine bleſſing we 
are now met, I truſt, with united hearts and 
voices, to aſcribe the glory to him who has 
| ſpared us to bring forth the top ſtone with 

joy. May his glory fill this houſe, and his 
grace and love poſſeſs all our hearts! 

We learn from the ſeventh verſe of the 
chapter from which our text has been 
taken, that God had put it into the heart 
of David, king of Iſrael, to build an houſe for 
his name: and upon comparing that paſſage 
with the ſeventh chapter of the ſecond book 
of Samuel, we find under what particular cir- 
cumſtances of his reign that deſire was im- 
preſſed upon his heart. It came to paſs,” 
1 the ſacred hiſtorian, Gs, when the king ſat 

in 


in his houfe, and the Lord had given him reſt 
from all his enemies round abomt, that the 
king faid unto Nathan, See now I dwell in 
an houſe of cedar, and the ark of God dwel- 
leth within curtains. And Nathan faid to 
the king, Do all that is in thine heart; for God 
is with thee.” The Lord was pleaſed to ac- - 
cept the intention of David's heart, and per- 
mitted him to collect the materials for build- 
ing the temple; but the honour of erecting 
that ſtupendous edifice was reſerved for his 
fon and ſucceſſor, Solomon, who, in the tenth - 
verſe of this chapter, in the higheſt ſtrains of 
grateful admiration, records the goodneſs of 
Lord; who, according to his promiſe to 
A David his father, had raiſed him up to fit 
upon the throne of Iſrael, and build an houſe 
for his name. He had reared, at an immenſe 
expence, one of the moſt magnificent ſtructures 
that ever the world beheld; and, from the ac- 
count which is given us in the preceding 
chapter, the ſolemnities of its dedication were 
not inferior to the ſplendor of its external ap- 
pearance: The prieſts, the miniſters of the 
| Lord, entered the temple, bearing the ark of 
the covenant, before which the king and all 
the people of Ifrael were aſſembled, and ſa- 


criticed ſheep and oxen, which could not be 
- "+ 4 = told 


7 

told or numbered for multitude ; the Levites, 
who were ſingers, gave attendance at the al- 

tar, with their ſons and their brethren, being 
arrayed 1 in white linen, having cymbals, pſal- 
teries, and harps, and with them an hundred 

and twenty prieſts ſounding with trumpets ; | 
while the king and all the people ſhouted, as 
with one heart and with one voice, © Praiſe 
the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endu- 
reth forever.” Yet in the midſt of all this 
extetnal magnificence, ſuch were the views 
which Solomon had of the ſurpaſſing majeſ- 
ty of the God whom he addreſſed, that he 
cries, in the ſublime words before us, But 
will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of hea- 


vens, cannot contain thee: how much leſs this 
houſe which I have built! &c. 


TIES he words-of our text direct our medita- 
tations, 


Firſt, to the glorious objec of Solomęn- 8 
addreſs; * 


Secondly, to the manner in which be ap- 
proached the throne of God); 


Thirdly, to conſider the nature of that for- 
giveneſs which he ſo , implored ; 
ad, |- 
| Fourthly, 


PP 
Fourthly, 15865 the ſucceſs with which his 


Pran were crowned, to ſuggeſt a word 
of encouragement to thoſe who are waiting 
upon him, that never ſaid to any of Jacob's 
ſeed, «« Seek ye my face,” in vain. 

Firſt, then, we are to ſpeak of the glorious 
objectof Solomon's addreſs; and, in conſidering 
this part of our ſubject, it is not my intention 

to attempt a definition of HIS nature, in 

whoſe pure eyes even the heavens are not clean, 
and who charges his angels with folly; for 
what finite creature is equal to ſuch a taſk? 
My deſign is rather to point out ſome of thoſe 
ſublime and ſtriking paſſages of divine truth, 
which ſet forth the majeſty. and mercy of that 
glorious Being who is the hope and ſtrength 
of all them that fear him. And, 
1. The ſcriptures inform us, that the 
Lord who created all things out of nothing, 

and whoſe ſovereign bounty ſuſtains the crea- 
| tures whom he formed, is, and neceffarily 
muſt be, ſelf-exiſtent, and independent of 
thoſe who owe their being and their bleſſings 
to his goodneſs. Hence, when he came down 
to deliver his people Iſrael from their hard 
bondage in Egypt, this was the name by 
which he revealed himſelf to Moſes from the 
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burning buſh, I AM THAT I AM; Ne. 
the . Jehovah. Had the being or 
happineſs of our God been in any meaſure 
dependent upon us, as ours under him are 
upon each other, it were leſs wonderful that 
he ſhould ſo diſtinguiſh us; but that he who 
in his nature is, and muſt have been, eternally 
exiſtent, and eſſentially bleſſed, had we never 
been created or redeemed, ſhould ſtoop fo 
low as to conſider our happineſs worthy of 
his ſupreme regard, -muſt conſtrain every re- 
newed heart to cry, with David, Lord, what 
is man that thou art mindful of him, and the 
. fon of man that thou viſiteſt him Pp? Again, 
= 2. he unity of the Holy Trinity, in the 
divine eſſence, is a truth clearly and frequent- 
ly inculcated in the volume of inſpiration. 
That a plurality of perſons were engaged in 
the creation of man is evident: Let US 
(faith the triune Jehovah), make man in 
OUR own image, after OUR likeneſs *.” 
And it is clear, that, to the glorious work of 
man's redemption, ** there are Three that bear 
record in heaven ; the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe Thee are Git.“ 


* Gen. i. 26. . 2 z Jie V. 7. 
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The boaſting ailyocates for reaſon, as they 
are pleaſed to call themſelves, affect, it is 
true, to deſpiſe this grand fundamental ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian faith, becauſe it is in- 
comprehenſible; but upon that ground, if 
they would be conſiſtent, they mutt deny the 
very being of God, and the union which 
| ſubſiſts between their own ſouls and bodies ; 
for the nature of thoſe exiſtences are myſ- 
teries which are inexplicable to us; yet who 
that is in his ſenſes will deny their reality? 
- Farther, not only is the Lord Jehovah 
adorable in his ſelf-exiſtence, and in the 
unity of his divine eſſence; but alſo, _ 
3. In the immaculate holineſs of his na- 
ture. Hear the. teſtimony of the Jewiſhlaw- 
giver; © Who is like unto thee, O Lord, 
among the Gods! who is like thee, glorious 
in holineſs*!” It was a deep conviction of 
this diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of deity 
which urged Job, even that perfect and up- 
right man, to cry, have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
ſeeth thee ; wherefore I abhor myſelf, and 
repent in duſt and aſhes .“ . So likewiſe 
when the Na nn ſaw, 1 in a viſion, the 


* 8 Xv. II. ＋ Job, xi. 5, 6. 


God 


[ 12 1 
God of Ira nel on his throne, * and 
lifted up, and heard the adoring ſeraphims 
fi inging, in reſponſive ſtrains, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of Hoſts,” he ſaid, Woe is 
mel for I am undone, becauſe I am a man 
of unclean lips; for mine eyes have feen the 
King, the Lord of Hoſts kx. We e to-- 
conſider, 
4. The immenſity of Rn fulneſs: 
and here we have a ſpacious field. In this 
glorious truth is included infinitely more than 
the brighteſt mind of a mortal can conceive, 
even aided by revelation itſelf. Who can fa- 
thom the depths of HIS wiſdom who go- 
verns all his works, and orders all events ? 
Who can comprehend HIS power which 
over-rules all things, for the glory of his 
own name, and the good of his creatures ? 
Or what finite mind can tell the extent of 
HIS goodneſs, which flows to all in heaven, 
and all on earth ; or the unſearchable riches 
of HIS mercy, from whence all our miſe- 
ries are relieved, and all our wants ſupplied > 
How ſtrikingly expreflive, both of the majeſty 
and mercy of the Lord, is that grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the Pſalmiſt, Thou openeſt 


* Iſa. vi. 1—5. 


thine 
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ö thine Hand; and fatisfieſt the defire of 4 
living thing *.” From this inexhauſtible 

ſource what myriads of beings are from mo- 
ment” to moment  ſypplied ! And yet (how 
_ animating the thought !) our God is not im- 
5 mage by his gifts. We obſerve, 
F. That as the treaſures of his goodneſs 
are inexhauſtible, ſo the exiſtence of Jehovah 
is without end. With him there is neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life; from 
everlaſting to everlaſting he IS God ; and 
when the earth, and all the works that are 
therein, ſhall periſh and wax old as doth a 
garment, and as a veſture be folded up and 
worn no more, HE is eternally the ſame, 
and his years ſhall not fail +.” Such are 
the views which the ſcriptures give us of 
that great and glorious God with whom we 
have to do; but, had they only ſet forth the 
awful greatneſs of his holy name, without 
leading us on to conſider the unſpeakable 
goodneſs which he exerciſes toward his 
guilty creatures, with what confidence or 
comfort could we, whom fin hath ſet at ſuch 
an infinite diſtance, have ventured into his 
preſence, who is of purer eyes than to be- 


; * Pſal, exlv. 16. © þ Heb, le II, I2, 
hold 


we. 
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* John iii. 26, Ft il. a. v. 21, ; Gal. iv. . 
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hold iniquity ? But, glory be to his name his 
own unerring wiſdom hath deviſed, and his al- 
mighty power accompliſhed, a way in which 
the offended majeſty of heaven, and offending 
ſinners, may meet together upon terms of 
eternal friendſhip. Hear what the Lord of 
life declares: ** God fo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh; but 
have everlaſting life *.” With this alſo agrees 
the apoſtle? 8 Fe that he was made 
fin (i. e. a fin offering) for us, who knew 
no ſin, that we might be made the righteouſ- 


| neſs of God in him +:” And, what the 


fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the 


law, to redeem them that were- under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of 


fons 7: +,” Does any trembling ſoul in this aſ- 


ſembly ſecretly ſay, with that ſolicitude white - . 


ſo important a queſtion demands, Whe 


with ſhallI come before God ? or what ground | : = : 4 


is there for ſuch a ſinner to hope, that he 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain; 


\ will look i in om; upon, dwell with, one 


* 1 . 3. 5 % - a ' ) 5 
LI 


ſo 


„ 
ſo loſt and ſo unworthy ?”—it is no leſs my 
privilege than my happineſs to tell the poor 
mourner, that Jeſus yet lives, and is the gra- 
cious friend of the returning ſinner; that he 
hath wrought out everlaſting righteouſneſs for 
the juſtification of the unworthy, by the ſpot- 
leſs obedience of his holy lite; and, by the 
infinite efficacy of his atonement upon the 
croſs, the law is ſatisfied, divine wrath is 
appeaſed, the fountain of grace is opened, 
and over it is written, © Whoſoever will, let 
him come, and take of ſalvation freely “. 
„Here mercy and truth meet together; 
righteouſneſs and peace kiſs each other; 
truth ſprings out of the earth, and righteouſ- 
neſs looks down from heaven upon the guilty 
ſons of men .“ Let us call upon our 
hearts, and all that is within us, to bleſs our 
heavenly Father for the unſpeakable gift of his 
dear Son: let the name of our divine Re- 
deemer be equally and eternally adored; who, 
though he was rich in glory, and exalted 
above all poſſible praiſe, for us men, and 
for our ſalvation, came down from heaven, 
and became ſo very poor on earth, that, 
though. foxes have holes, and the birds of 


* Rev. XXI. 1177 ap PR Ixxxv. 9, 10. 
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the air have neſts, the Son of God; while he 
tabernacled below, had not whereon to lay 
his head; and for this end—that we through 
his poverty might be enriched with the blel. 5 

ſings of his grace on earth; and, by the infſu- 
ence of that grace upon our hearts, made meet 
for the enjoyment of his glorious kingdom 
for ever: and to the Holy Spirit of all 
grace, co-equal with the F ather and the Son, 
Whole almighty power raiſes the dead in fin 
to a life, of righteouſneſs—who gives the 
knowledge of ſalvation; and feals it upon 

the hearts of his people be equal glory, and 

endleſs praiſes, aſcribed. ——It was with a 
view to excite his fon Solomon to ſeek. this 
glorious Savior, and an intereſt in his precious 
ſalvation, that David, the man after God's 
own heart, juſt before his departure to heaven, 
inculcated that ſtriking admonition upon him, 
66 Thou, Solomon, my ſon, know thou the 

God of thy father, and ſerve him with a 
perfect heart, and with a willing mind; for 
the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtand. 
eth all the imaginations of the thoughts; if 
thou ſeek him, he will be found of thee; but if 
thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever*,” 


* 1 Chron. xxvili. 9. 


Nor 


—— — SLED OF” 522 or — E BY 2.0 IS. ↄ AE | AZ we E ITY 2 Aan 
* , * 1 


ns tie. 


„ 
Nor was the admonition loſt; for when the 
God of Iſrael appeared unto Solomon at Gi- 
beon, in a dream of the night, and bid him 


aſk what he ſhould give him, the amiable 
youth, directed by the influence of divine 


. "mages and doubtleſs with the counſel of his 


dying father freſh upon his mind, included 
all his defires in one, and ſaid, Give thy 
ſervant an underſtanding. heart *,” How hap- 


py the father of ſuch a ſon, nor leſs privileged Ts 


the ſon of ſo gracious and tender a parent! 
But happier {till was Solomon.in knowing the 
privilege of acceſs to the throne of God in the 
ſpirit of adoption, and with the holy famili 
arity of a child. Which leads me, 
Secondly, to point out the manner in which 
Solomon approached the preſence of that glo- 
rious Jehovah who fills heaven and earth with 
his goodneſs : and in this ſublime. aden to 
the Almighty, we obſerve, 
I. A. grateful. admiration of the 5 
faichfolueſs.—- « Praiſe (faith the Pſalmiſt) i is 
comely for the upright, for it well becometh 


the juſt to be thankful: and then are we in | 


the moſt ſuitable frame to receive the bleſ- 
ſings of our God, when, like this favored 
> J. Kings, iii. 9. a 

C ſervant, 
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ſervant, we lie law at his footſtool, with an 


humble ſenſe of his unſpeakable and unme- 
rited mercies to our ſouls. © Hear the humble 


confeſſion of his heart The king t turned his 


face, and bleſſed the whole congregation of 
Iſrael (and all the congregation of Ifrael 
ſtood) ; and he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God 
of Iſrael, who hath with his hands fulfilled 
that which he ſpake with his mouth to my 
father David *. This was an acknowledg- 
ment which none but a gracious man can 
know the ſweetneſs of; and in ſuch happy 
ſeaſons, when the candle of the Lord ſhines 


upon our heads, and the good ſpirit of grace 


warms and melts our hearts, how delightful 


it is to ſing with him of old, * Surely goodneſs 
and mercy ſhall follow me all the days. of 


my life, and I will dwell in the houſe of the 


Lord for ever .“ Yes, it ſhall be with the 


| believer in Jeſus now, as it was with the 


Iſrael of God. of old: for, as then, the water 
which flowed from the {mitten rock follow- 
ed them through all the wilderneſs to the 
temporal Canaan; ſo the conſtant ſupplies of 


the Redeemer's grace ſhall follow his people 
through all their earthly * until 


1 Pſal. xxiii. 6. 


Veſe 3, 4. 
| ” they 


{ iy 1 


they appear in his preſence bott and are 


exalted at his right hand, where there are 


pleafures for evermore. 
2. The inward adoration of Solomon? 8 


heart, was ſtrongly expreſſed by the pro- 


found reverence of his body. The king had 
a brazen ſcaffold ſet i in the midſt of the court; 
and he kneeled down upon his knees, before 


all the congregation of Iſrael, and ſpread forth 


his hands toward heaven, and ſaid, O Lord 


God of Iſrael, there is no God like thee in 
the heaven nor in the earth, which keepeſt 


covenant, and ſheweſt mercy unto thy ſer- 
vants, that walk before thee with all their 
hearts *.” What a ſcene was this! Let the 


daring infidels of our degenerate day, who are 


in their own, eyes too wile, and too much 


exalted, to worſhip the God of the Bible, con- 


ſider it, and bluſh for their own perverſeneſs 


and pride, while they behold Solomon, the 


wiſeſt of men, and the moſt exalted of all the 
princes of the earth, in this day of his greateſt 

_ earthly glory, in the preſence of angels and 
men, bowing as an humble ſupplicant at the 
feet of Jehovah, and aſcribing the praiſe of 
all the mercies which he 1 to his glo- 


* Verſe 3. 14. 
1 1 rious 


{ 0] 


- rious name. Let the worſhiping aſſemblies - 
of God's people alſo learn, from thoſe who 
were preſent at the dedication of the temple, 
in what frame of ſpirit it becomes them. to 
wait upon. the Lord. There were few wan- 
dering eyes or liſtleſs hearers in that afſem- - 
bly. No! methinks every eye was fixed, 
and every heart engaged in the ſolemn ſer- 
vice. How happy for us, were this more the 
caſe. in our public aſſemblies! With what , 
pleaſure might miniſters then preach, and 
what bleſſings might not you expect to re- 
ceive, were your ſouls, to uſe the emphatic 
words of David, . gaſping after God as a 
thirſty land. And may not the miniſters of 


1 | the Lord learn from the example of Solomon, 
| that ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity become them 
i their public miniſtrations *? In his conduct 
| there was nothing to make the ſhallow pro- 
= feſſor laugh, or the heart of the ſerious chriſ- 
# tian mourn; on the My; it exemplified the 

| N * — Tis meiful T 

4 5 To court a grin, when we ſhould woo a ſoul; 


:} Fo break a jeſt, when pity ſhould inſpire 
Pathetic exhortation; and t' addreſs 

The ſkittiſh fancy with facetious tales. 1 
When ſent with God 8 commiſſion to the heart. 
CowPER 
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truth of that declaration, . Holineſs becom- 
eth thy houſe, O Lord, for ever.” — May that 


_ reverence of the eternal Jehovah ever attend 


our preaching and hearing, which we ſhall 
wiſh had attended e when time with us 


will be no more. 
3. The dee): Bumiligt ies of Sclbsgen be- 


: fore the God of Iſrael, ſuggeſts : an important 
leſſon for our improvement. He had, as we 


have already heard, erected an houſe for the 


name of-the Lord, adorned with all that art 
or nature could afford; but after all his toil 
and coſt, when he conſidered the work of his 


hands, and at the ſame time reflected upon t the 


dignity and glory of HIM, who by a word 


jake not a temple only, but a world, into 


| exiſtence—his own work ſhrinks into nothing, 
and he records it as an aftoniſhing inſtance 
of the divine condeſcenfion, that God ſhould 
regard either the houſe which he had built, or 


the worm who had dedicated it to his praiſe.— 


Thus it is, when in the light of the holy ſpirit 
we behold, by faith, the perfect work and 
finiſhed righteouſneſs of God our Savior; then, 
like the great apoſtle to the gentiles, we are 
taught to eſteem ** thoſe things which were 
gain to us, but lofs for Chriſt; and the pre- 


vailing deſire of our ſouls will be, that we 
CCC 
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may win Chrift, and be found i in hin not 
having on our own. righteouſneſs, which is 
of the law, but that: which is through the 
faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith *. — Let me, before I pro- 


| ceed, recommend: the example of Solomon 


to you, my friends, in particular, who have 
ſet your hands to the building of this ſtruc- 
ture for God's worſhip and ſervice... I am in- 
formed, when you laid the foundation ſtone, 
it was with a benevolent wiſh that thouſands 
might have cauſe to praiſe the Lord for ever, 


| in the houſe not made with hands, for the 


bleflings which he ſhould confer upon their 
ſouls in this place. I pray God they may! 


1 But let us remember this important truth, 
that all the good which is done upon 


earth, the Lord himſelf doth it.” It is indeed 
our honour that he permits us to be the i in- 
ſtruments of his goodneſs: but, after all, We 


are only unprofitable ſervants; and in our ap- 


proaches before God have cauſe to lay our 
hands upon our. mouths, and our mouths in 
the duſt, ſaying, Enter not into judgment 


with ihy ts, O Lord, for in ty, ſight 


* Phil. Ul, Ts 8,9. 5 
mal 


| 1 230 * 
ſhall no man lag (but in . 


for our fellow ſinners, which breathes through 


the whole of this chapter. The captive, the 
exile, the backſlider, and even the ſtranger 
ot forgotten in 8o- 


to the God of Iſrael, were x 


lomon's prayer, though the greateſt monarch. 
upon earth. And ſhall they be forgotten by. 


us? Surely not! As our fellow creatures they: 
have a claim. upon our., fympathy zi and; if 


through divine grace we are delivered from 
be pit into which by, natnre all have fallen, 
let that conſideration lead us to adore the 


męrcy w which hath made us to differ, and 


to implore the bleſſing gf God upon thoſe» 
who have no heart to aſk it for themſelves. 
4 am well aware it has been objected, that, 
were we to adopt the troubles of others, we 
ſhould never want ſorrow. But let thoſe w 


are capable of ſuch an objection, fall down: 
and bleſs our divine Redeemer that he hath. 


not dealt ſo with us; for had he not - re- 


membered. us in our lo eſtate, and con- 
deſcended to toil for our eaſe, and die to 


give us life, What muſt have become of us 
| all ?—May his gracious ſpirit enable us, in our 
* . humble 


righteouſneſs), be juſtified or glorified.” Ft | 
4+ Let us, in our addreſſes at the ib 
of grace, cultivate that generous benevolence _ 
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fumble meaſure, to follow his bright exam- 
ple, who went about doing good ! that · when 
the ear heareth us it may bleſs us, and when 
the eye ſeeth us it may give witneſs unto _ 
us; yea, may the bleſſing of thouſands come 
upon us, as the inſtruments of God, in de- 
livering the poor, and the fatherleſs, and 
him that hath none to help *.“ In ſuch a 
diſpoſition of heart, we ſee the grand deſign 
of the goſpel diſpenſation exemplified, which, 

while it teaches us to aſcribe ** glory to God 
in the higheſt, and promotes peace on earth, 

inſpires our breaſts with the tendereſt good 
will to men +. And we may boldly af affirm 
that he who is a ſtranger to this ſweet con- 
ſtraint upon his heart, never yet knew the 
end for which exiſtence was beſtowed on 
man. Inffuenced by this divine principle, the 
man to whom my text relates, though highly 
diſtinguiſhed above others in wiſdom and in 
wealth, felt, what it became him well to feel, 

a conſciouſneſs (which is ever the effect of 
divine grace) that all his, bleſſings were of 
the Lord, and had been conferred upon him 
as the gift of ſovereign bounty.—On this 
ground the prince has no pre-eminence above Y 


| the 
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the x peaſant, nor are tho wiſe above the ig- 
Sade in the ſight of that God with whom 
there is but one poſſible Way Of ſalvation, 
<« even by his tender mercy, in the free re- 
miſſion of ſin, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord *.“ Of the nature of that forgiveneſs 
we are, Fi. 
Thirdly, to peak Aren is 7 no- 

thing of which men in general have more 
confuſed and miſtaken ideas, than of the na- 
ture of divine mercy. Aſk the man who is liv- 
ing ſecurely in a courſe of ſin, how he hopes 
10 be accepted in the ſight of God, and the 
uſual anſwer is, The Lord is merciful.” 
True; and we can never ſufficiently praiſe him, 
that his delight is to beſtow it upon the guilty. 
But has he no regard for the holineſs of his 
nature, the equity of his government, and the 
_ righteous requirements of his holy law? Shall ; 
no proviſion be made for theſe, becauſe man 
muſt be ſaved? Yes, my brethren, it is an 
eternal truth that, without perfect ſatisfaction 
for ſin, no man ſhalt ever ſee the face of God | 
but to his eternal condemnation. Is it aſked, 
How then ſhall man be juſtified with God? 
or how can he be made clean that 1s born of 
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a woman * 2? Let: me anſwer i in the words of 
Tehovah himſelf—“ 1, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own 
fake, and will not remember thy ſins: put 
me in remembrance ; let us plead toge= 
ther; declare thou, that thou mayeſt be 
juſtified .“ In our contemplations on the 
nature of divine pardon, there are four conſi- 
derations which muſt for. ever endear it to 
thoſe who are peer eee with 
that ineſtimable bleſſing. 

1. The price by which: it was W 
6k ve were not redeemed (ſays an en 


corruptible chings, as "ek and gold, but — 
the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 
without blemiſh and without ſpot . —In 
the ſufferings and death of the great Re- 
deemer, we behold the invariable regard [which 
Jehovah has for the unſullied holineſs. of his 
_ own nature, and the unparalleled love of 

Jeſus in undertaking our: cauſe, and. making 
himſelf the voluntary victim of incenſed juſ- 
tice. Ves, it was for us that he gave his 
back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair; for us his ſacred 

* Job, xxv. 4. 8 + Ia. xliii. 25, 26. 

+ x Pet. i. 18, 19. „„ 5 
3 viſage 
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viſa age was. marred more than any man? 8, and 
on is eyelids fat the ſhadow of death. He was 
ſpit ,, upon, derided, blaſphemed, betrayed, 
and crucified, that by his ſtripes, ſorrows, 
and death our ſouls might be healed, and the 
gate of heaven opened to all them that believe 
on. his name. —Again, 

2. The ab{okite 3 with 1 che 
Lord beſtows his mercy upon the guilty, is 
another endearing conſideration. True i it is, that 

it coſt our divine ſurety dear: but, with reſpect 
to us, the light which we behold at Noon 
day, and the air which we breathe, are not 
more freely beſtowed, as the bounties of pro- 
5 vidence, than the bleſſings of grace and par- 
don flow to poor periſhing ſinners through 
the blood of the Lamb: and indeed, were 
not this the caſe, the bleſſing would be un- 
ſuited to the miſery and helpleſſneſs of man 
in a ſtate of nature; to repreſent which, the 
moſt ſtriking expreſſions are uſed in the 
word of God. Hence, we are ſaid by. the 
apoſtle Paul to. be, while in a natural ſtate, 
6. children of wrath and without Chriſt, 
aliens from the commonwealth, of Hrael,: and 
ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe ; as 
having no hope, and being without God in 
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the world *” Surely then the grace which 

/ | extends itſelf to ſinners ſo poor and helpleſs, * 

g muſt needs be abſolutely free; e > 

ö ; fervable that all the declarations of the goſpel 

1 run in this channel: I will pardon and love 

þ them freely +.”—Farther, - 

| | 3. The abundant fulneſs FT ſufficiency 1 

. divine pardon is equally encouraging to the | 

| foul of a convinced finner.—With men, for- 

. giveneſs is limited to a particular extent; and 

. even under the legal difpenfation there were : 
fome offences, particularly murder and adul- |} 
tery, for which no ſatisfaction ſhort of the - 


death of the tranſgreſſor was admiſſible. But, 
bleſſed be God! under the Goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion we are authoriſed by the Redeemer him- 
ſelf to declare, that all manner of ſin and blaſ- 
phemy fhall be forgiven fully and freely, for 
his ſake, to the humbled penitent Abe 
his own efficacious grace hath brought to his 
feet, with repentance, and godly ſorrow for 
his offences: for © as in the univerſal deluge | 
(to uſe the words of an excellent writer) _ 
waters which deſcended from above covered J 
the loftieſt mountains as well as the _ 85 
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* Eph. it. 3—12. ueber de xiv. 4, with . 
Ia. Iv, 1, and Rev, xxii. 17. 5 
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hills, ſo the unfathomable ocean 4 divine 5 


mercy, covers the moſt enormous tranſgreſ- 
ſions: and, “ though our ſins reach to 
heaven, the mercies of our God are above 
the heavens, and his faithfulneſs above the 
clouds.” Say then, does conſcience. bring 
heavy charges againſt us, to which we can- 
not anſwer one of a thouſand, Let us re- 
member, the Lord's gracious invitation {till 
is, Come now, and let us reaſon together; 


though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be Me 
white as ſnow ; and though they be red 1 . 


crimſon, the ey ſhall be as wool *: 2 
« the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth 
from all fin +.” May the divine , 
of this comfortable Fan e PRE to all 
| our hearts! | 
. That which makes the bleſſing of par- 
don truly invaluable is, that, when once be- 
ſtowed, it is irreverſible in its nature ; and, 
like all the gifts and callings of God, without 
repentance, 7. e. not to be retracted. In- 
ſtances have been, and often are known, 
where perſons apparently united to each other 
for a courſe of years, by the ſtrongeſt bond 
: of human 1 have broke that ſacred 


* „ Lia. i. 18. + I. John, i. 7. 
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ET TW 3 
tie, and afterwards become the moſt impla- 
cable enemies ; but when a ſoul is brought 
into a fate of friendſhip with God, the moſt 
infallible aſſurances are given us, that ſuch. 
an one ** ſhall not periſh, nor ſhall any (nor 
all his enemies combined) pluck him out of 
the hand of his almighty Savior * .”—Neither 
* ſhall death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, nor heights, nor depths, 
nor any other creature, be able to ſeparate 
him from the love of God which is in 
_ Chriſt: Jeſus our Lord . '—Review thoſe _ 
ſtrong declarations of thy God, O believer, 
and then ſay, if liberty is half ſo ſweet to a 
poor captive, light to a benighted traveller, 
water to a thirſty ſoul, or pardon to a con- 
demned malefactor, as the rich and everlaſt- 
ing mercy of God in Chriſt is to thy ſoul.— 
FHath the Holy Spirit kindled a defire after 
this unſpeakable bleſimg 1 in any of your hearts, 
and are you ſaying, „O that I knew where I 
might find it!“ attend to what Jeſus adviſes 
 —*© Aſk and it ſhall be given you, ſeek and 
you ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened 


* John, x. 28, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 


unto. 


' unto you x. —Thouſands have purſued earth. 


- 
— 


wherefore, lift up the hands which hang 

down, and let the feeble- minded be encou- 
raged to wait upon him whoſe mercy endureth 
for ever.— With a view to animate our Rs 
let us, 


ly nec Fo and human applauſe; and, it is 


to be feared, have loſt an immortal prize in 


the purſuit, without attaining their object. 
But never was a ſoul made Willing to accept 
ſalvation as the free gift of God, for Chriſt's 
fake, who did not infallibly obtain it. 


Fourthly, conſider the 16a) s gracious at- | 
tention to Solomon's prayer. The Lord 


appeared to Salomon by night; and ſaid, I 


have heard thy prayer, and have choſen this 


| place to myſelf for an houſe of ſacrifice, and 


mine eyes and my heart ſhall be there perpe- 
tually . 80 true is that word of promiſe, 


a Bare they call I will anfwer ; and while 
they are yet. ſpeaking 1 will hear 1.“ Spread 


then thy wants before the Lord, and tell him 
all thy fears; Iſrael's God is ſtill the refuge 


| — portion of his prope 4 His hand is not 


* Matt. vii. 7. = + Chap. viii. 12, 16. 
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ſhortened that it cannot ſave, . nor is his ear 
heavy that it cannot hear; therefore wait 


thou upon the Lord, and in due time thou 


ſhalt adopt the language of David, and ſay, 


«% O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 


exalt his name together; I ſought the Lord, 


and he heard me, and delivered me from all my 


fears T. — But there are perhaps ſome in this 
aſſembly who never bow the knee to God, 
but, like the brutes that periſh, riſe in the 
morning and lie down at night, but God, 


their merciful preſerver, is not in all their 
thoughts. If ſuch there are, let them know, 
that however eaſy it may be to live in a courſe 


of infidelity while health and ſtrength remain, 


it is awful to be found in ſuch a ſtate when we 


are called to ſtand before the judge of quick 
and dead : and though men may (as one well 


expreſſes it) live fools, they cannot die ſo; 


or, if they do, death and eternity will unde- 
ceive them. May divine mercy interpoſe 
and, on their behalf, may there this morning 
« be joy in the preſence of the angels of 
God over their repenting and returning 
fouls I” -- 


\ 


1 Pſal. xxxiv. 3, 4. 
Permit 


TY 


Permit * y brethren; ke remind-you 
that, when Solomon dedicated the temple:to 
God, it was with an offering; and it deſerves 
our particular regard, that oh the Hraelites, 
under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, - bele- 
brated their ſolemn feaſts, they were expreſsly 
forbidden to appear before the Lord empty: 
and ſurely our obligations to gratitude 


are not leſs binding than theirs: On this 
ſolemn occaſion therefore I am to ſolicit your _ 


bounty, not toward the expenee -of erecting : 

this houſe for the ſervice 125 God (nor will 
the congregation who worſhip here ever be 
burthened with collections for that purpeſe), 
but on the behalf of an inſtitution which does 
honour to the humanity of the worthy indi- 
W with whom the n nn TR: h 


NM 3 — 15. 15 | T 
Mr. Robert Aube of Glouceſter was hes am: 
ment under God of inſtituting the firſt Sunday School 
at Painſwick in Glouceſterſhire, in the ſummer of the 
year 17843 and, by the divine bleſſing upon His pious 
endeavours, it is - computed there are now conſider- 
ably above two hundred thouſand children, in the dif- 
ferent parts of England, who are led to public wor- 
ſhip every Sabbath day, taught to read their Bibles, 
and inſtructed in the fear of God, and the 1 5 
ene of his wy day. | 
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mean the eſtabliſhment of a Sunday Schvol, 

with a view, to reſcue the riſing generation 
among the poor, in this vicinity, from that 
deplorable ignorance in which they are im- 
merſed: and, ſhould the Lord ſmile upon the 
endeavour, it is deſigned to enlarge the plan, 
and give them a more perfect courſe of edu- 
cation. Upon the neceſſity and propriety of 
ſuch an inſtitution (which I am happy to 


ſay, to their honour, is ſanctioned by the 
moſt reſpectable characters in the land) 
very little need be ſaid, where the Lord hath 


given a feeling heart; or, were it neceſſary 


to multiply arguments, I might preſs upon 
you the value of their immortal ſouls, the 


eternal welfare of which will be the chief 
object of this deſign. I might alſo urge 

the utter incapacity of the poor, who have 
large families, to give their little ones that 


_ Inſtruction which is ſo eſſential to their 


future welfare in life ; as well as the pri- 
vilege of having them kept from thoſe bane- 


ful examples of vice, which are but too 


prevalent in the ſtreets of the. Metropolis. 


Theſe conſiderations, with others which 


your own minds muſt naturally ſuggeſt, 
will, I truſt, excite you to that liberality 
| upon 


Gat | : : : % 85 
— a 5 2 = 
: . — * 
AY | * 35 | A 
4 k 1 
. b o 


of Gods; cannot fol of; TR. attended with 
the moſt deſiuable, henefits..} 2 8 e Fs 
| To „ ay a Glemnities af this 
day live in our grateful remembrance! 
> Let brotherly love continue; and that it 
may, let. Solomon's prayer be ours — that 
the eyes of our gracious God may be 
upon this place for good continually, and 
his merciful ears ever be open to the ſup- 
plications which are offered up in this 
houſe. Let me alſo engage your prayers on 
my behalf, that God may make me faith- 
ful to your ſouls, and abundantly ſucceſs- 
ful in his ſervice. The miniſtration of the 
Goſpel is a work which, though an angel 
might dovet, yet, if unſuſtained by infinite 
goodneſs, even an angel muſt ſink under. 

May divine grace enable me ſo to diſ- 
penſe the word of truth amongſt you, and 
ſo to exemplify it in my own conduct and 
practice, that, when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, to demand an account of my ſtew- 
ardſhip, it may be my honour and com- 
fort to give him ſuch an one, as ſhall be 


for the mutual joy of all our ſouls, and 
the 
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